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EXECUTOR’S  SALE. 


(Catalogue  of  £)aintings 

BY  THE  LATE 

B.  R.  FITZ, 

NOW  ON  FREE  EXHIBITION, 

AT  THE 

cToenue  Ctrt  (Sallcries 

NEAR  34I  H STREET, 

AND  WILL  BE  SOLD  BY  AUCTION, 
WITHOUT  RESERVE, 

Thursday  and  Friday  Evenings, 
APRIL  2ist  and  2 2d, 

At  8 o’clock. 


ORTGIES  & CO.,  ROBERT  SOMERVILLE 

MANAGERS.  AUCTIONEER. 


NEW  YORK, 

1892. 
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BENJAMIN  RUTHERFURD  F1TZ. 


Benjamin  Rutherfurd  Fitz  was  born  in  New  York  City  in  1855. 
His  father,  Henry  Fitz,  was  a well-known  telescope-maker  and  the 
inventor  of  the  Fitz  lens  for  photography  and  many  valuable  in- 
ventions in  this  direction. 

From  his  mother,  a member  of  the  Wills  family,  he  seemed  to 
derive  his  artistic  and  poetic  qualities.  Soon  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  which  occurred  about  1863,  the  family  moved  to  Peconic, 
L.  I. ; thus  the  boyhood  days  of  the  artist  were  spent  among  the 
peaceful  surroundings  so  well  calculated  to  develop  a love  for  the 
quiet  beauty  which  he  so  well  expressed  in  his  later  studies. 

In  1877  he  began  the  study  of  art  as  a student  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Design.  In  1880  he.  went  to  Munich  where  he  re- 
mained a student  of  the  Royal  Academy  until  1885;  while  in  this 
school  he  gained  two  medals  and  was  considered  one  of  the  most 
promising  pupils.  On  his  return  to  America  he  settled  in  New 
York  and  became  identified  with  the  Art  Students’  League,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death  one  of  the  most  valued  instructors. 
He  was  just  before  his  death  appointed  director  of  the  Brooklyn 
Art  School.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Society  of  American 
Artists,  the  American  Water  Color  Society,  the  Architectural 
League,  the  Salmagundi  and  the  Lotus  Clubs. 

As  a man  he  was  singularly  strong  yet  refined  in  temperament. 
These  qualities  are  clearly  revealed  in  his  work,  which  is  strong, 
yet  quiet  and  sustained,  never  clamoring  for  public  attention,  but 
holding  the  spectator  by  their  dignity  and  inherent  beauty. 

As  a portrait  painter  he  was  specially  successful  in  catching  the 
finer  shades  of  character,  and  his  few  completed  portraits  of  women 
are  among  the  best  examples  of  this  art  in  America.  His  pictures 
of  the  nude  are  also  remarkable  for  their  beauty  and  refinement. 
As  a landscape  painter  his  work  is  worthy  a place  with  the  best. 

He  had  a genuine  love  and  appreciation  of  the  country,  and 
some  of  his  studies  about'  Long  Island  are  remarkable  for  dignity 
and  power.  While  naturally  most  in  sympathy  with  the  more 
quiet,  sober  qualities  of  art  and  nature,  his  appreciation  was  wide 
and  liberal  as  many  of  the  exceptionally  brilliant  sketches  will 
attest,  llis  judgment  of  contemporary  art  was  always  liberal  and 
just — no  one  more  ready  to  accord  merit  when  deserved,  his  only 
intolerance  being  for  affectation  or  pretension. 

He  was  married  in  1889  to  Miss  Hattie  Fanning,  who  survives 
him.  He  died  at  Peconic,  L.  I.,  Dec.  27th,  1891. 

1).  W.  TROYON. 


CONDITIONS  OF  SALE. 


1.  The  highest  Bidder  to  be  the  Buyer,  and  if  any  dispute 
arise  between  two  or  more  Bidders,  the  Lot  so  in  dispute 
shall  be  immediately  put  up  again  and  re-sold. 

2.  The  Purchasers  to  give  their  names  and  addresses,  and 
to  pay  down  a cash  deposit,  or  the  whole  of  the  Purchase- 
money,  if  required,  in  default  of  which  the  Lot  or  Lots  so 
purchased  to  be  immediately  put  up  again  and  re-sold. 

3.  The  Lots  to  be  taken  away  at  the  Buyer’s  Expense  and 
Bisk  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  Sale,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  Purchase-money  to  be  absolutely  paid,  or  otherwise  set- 
tled for  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Auctioneer,  on  or  before 
delivery ; in  default  of  which  the  undersigned  will  not  hold 
themselves  responsible  if  the  Lots  be  lost,  stolen,  damaged 
or  destroyed,  but  they  will  be  left  at  the  sole  risk  of  the 
Purchaser. 

4.  The  sale  of  any  article  is  not  to  be  set  aside  on  account 
of  any  error  in  the  description.  All  articles  are  exposed  for 
Public  Exhibition  one  or  more  days,  and  are  sold  just  as  they 
are,  without  recourse. 

5.  To  prevent  inaccuracy  in  delivery  and  inconvenience 
in  the  settlement  of  the  Purchases,  no  Lot  can,  on  any 
account,  be  removed  during  the  sale. 

6.  If,  for  any  cause,  an  article  purchased  cannot  be  de- 
livered in  as  good  condition  as  the  same  may  have  been  at 
the  time  of  its  sale,  or  should  any  article  purchased  there- 
after be  stolen,  misdelivered,  or  lost,  the  undersigned  are 
not  to  be  held  liable  in  any  greater  amount  than  the  price 
bid  by  the  purchaser. 

7.  Upon  failure  to  comply  with  the  above  conditions,  the 
money  deposited  in  part  payment  shall  be  forfeited ; all  Lots 
uncleared  within  the  time  aforesaid  shall  be  re-sold  by  public 
or  private  Sale,  without  further  notice,  and  the  deficiency  (if 
any)  attending  such  re-sale,  shall  be  made  good  by  the  de- 
faulter at  this  Sale,  together  with  all  charges  attending  the 
same.  This  Condition  is  without  prejudice  to  the  right  of 
the  Auctioneer  to  enforce  the  Contract  made  at  this  Sale, 
without  such  re-sale,  if  he  thinks  fit. 


OBTGIES  & CO., 

Managers. 


KOBEET  SOMERVILLE, 

Auctioneer. 
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